
My Remarks at the Suffern 9-11-2021 Ceremony. 

 

We emphasize the significance of historical events in 

quinquennials, (5 year intervals), with each passing 

quinquennial reinforcing our commitment to remembering 

and passing on to the next generation the importance of 

remembering why that event occurred. We have now 

reached the two decade milestone of 20 years. 

 

When I arrived home from work that day and looked up at 

the sky, it reminded me of a movie that most of you have 

probably heard of; The Day the Earth Stood Still. But it was 

not a movie. You could feel the eerie silence as an 

occasional fighter jet roared across the landscape. The 

greatest nation in the world had become a no fly zone. 

Actually, a testimony to how strong our military is and how 

protected we are. 

 

As the day wore on and the shock settled into reality, you 

start using the term they. What are they going to do about 

this? They is a word we use when we do not know exactly 

who is responsible for something.  

 

They, however, are the same friends and neighbors and co-

workers who live among us today. They are the persons who 

had their lives cut short by something that was not even in 

the recess of their minds when they awoke that morning. 

They are the first responders who never came back and 

those who have had their lives altered forever by injury.  

 



They are the families we interact with everyday; people we 

may know nothing about, who live with the daily burden of 

loss.  

 

In simple terms they are us. And that is why we honor, 

respect and remember. 

 

So God Bless these United States of America, and we will 

continue to reconvene here every year; and continue to keep 

the remembrance alive and well. 


