
Remarks at 2020 Suffern 9-11 Ceremony. 

 

 

This was my speech at the beautiful 9-11 ceremony at 

Suffern Village Hall last night. 

 
19 years ago, we experienced in real time what the greatest 

generation experienced with Pearl Harbor; something that 

all the movies, film clips and books can not completely 

crystallize for the raw emotion, disbelief and pain of that 

day. 

 

The other day I was tossing a football for a few minutes with 

the 12 year old son of my neighbor and his friend. The 

football had the logo of the New York Jets on it and when I 

mentioned Joe Namath they blankly stared at me and said 

they never heard of him. At first I was knee jerk surprised; 

but then realized they were born some 40 years after Joe 

Namath’s last pass. 

 

Why do I bring this up? 

 
On 9-11 we had countless hundreds of first responders run 

towards a burning building jeopardizing, and in many cases, 

sacrificing their own lives. Now we have hundreds of people 

running towards buildings to burn them; many of whom were 

not born or in their infancy on that day; too young to 

comprehend. 

 

This memorial here is a tribute beyond words to the courage 

and character of those who leave their home and families 



not knowing what their work day may be like. A tribute to 

what brings out the best in people. 

 
While we will never forget; there is an entire generation that 

needs to be continually educated on how to remember; and 

why we need remember. It’s the fabric that holds our society 

together. 

 

And that falls upon all of us. 

 

I can see by the number of young people in the crowd we are 

doing a good job. 

 

So God Bless America and everyone please stay safe, so we 

can all re-convene here next year; and the year after and 

after and after in even greater numbers. 


