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STATEMENT BY ROCKLAND COUNTY LEGISLATOR CHARLES FALCIGLIA 

 

 Recently, I met with acting District Attorney Kevin Gilleece and 

Executive Assistant District Attorney Richard Moran delivering the attached 

letter, contents of which are self explanatory; plus some back-up 

documentation. 

 

 As many people know I have been critical of the former District 

Attorney, Tom Zugibe, for what I believe is a, “Guilty by path of least 

resistance approach.” I want to be clear; the success of any organization is 

directly tied to decisions made at the top, often one person, and does not 

reflect the rank and file who often want to move forward on certain matters. 

 

 We had a very lively one hour discussion and agreed to disagree on 

some of my views. I do want to share with the public that both gentlemen are 

completely dedicated to prosecuting corruption in Rockland County, 

completely understand the anger and frustration of the Rockland public and 

are themselves frustrated.  

 

 I came away with a much better understanding – to a certain degree – 

of the impediments of a system that often provides hurdles that hamstring a 

prosecution. Of course, no one wants to see someone convicted without 

more than a reasonable doubt and white collar crime can walk a fine line 

between criminality and being personally offensive and skating the law. 

 

 The main focus of my visit is the nexus between a Ramapo Planning 

Board member who is the President of a financial institution providing loans 



to Ramapo developers who may have come before that very same board for a 

vote.   

 

 My second complaint revolved around the Ramapo Sewer District One 

soil debacle. In February of this year a settlement was reached between 

Ramapo and the Rockland County Sewer District One (RCSD1), after the 

Sewer District sued Ramapo for breach of contract. Ramapo would refund, if 

you will, the $400,000.00 advanced by RCSD1 to clean up the soil, which was 

never done.  

 

 Notwithstanding that the agreement is one of the worst written legal 

documents I have ever seen, it is certainly a positive anytime the unfaithful 

acts of elected officials, once again Chris St. Lawrence, are righted; in this 

case making the rate payers of RCSD1 whole. But the boneheaded handling 

of this settlement underscores how dysfunctional our government is.  

 

 The settlement calls for the town to be invoiced for the first 

$400,000.00 advanced for the Hillburn Advanced Waste Water Treatment 

Plant Project – capital project number 6150. There have been tens of millions 

of dollars already spent on the project, which means Ramapo should just 

tender a check upon invoice. That would be easy and there would have even 

been no need for a lawsuit if the funds were still sitting in the account it was 

deposited to. The account, according to Ramapo Supervisor and Sewer 

Commissioner, Mike Specht, is the Town’s Highway Outside of Village Fund.    

 

 The money obviously isn’t there and no one seems to know exactly 

where it went. Now RCSD1 and Ramapo have appeared to make a side deal 

whereby Ramapo will pay the money back the next time it needs to bond. 

What we have here is nothing more than an accounting entry as the rate 

payers of RCSD1 are being reimbursed by the taxpayers of Ramapo, a 

preponderance of who is one in the same. For residents of the Village of 

Suffern there is no benefit as Suffern has its own sewer plant and is not part 

of RCSD1.  

 

 The question lingers as to whether this is a miss-appropriation of funds 

and why a criminal investigation should not be pursued to hold the 

architect(s) of the scheme responsible. If an elected official makes a bad 

financial decision there is nothing you can do except vote him or her out of 

office. Why should the public pay if it can be determined that this was simply 

not a case of bad judgment. 

 



 My third complaint is what is commonly referred to as, “Bluefield 

Extension,” which from my understanding was brought to the District 

Attorney’s attention but may not have been pursued. The genesis of the issue 

is a property mortgage table flip in which two properties purchased for 

roughly $475,000.00 are sold to a couple of trusts for zero, than 

simultaneously sold to an LLC the same day for 2.2 million dollars, all 

apparently part of the same closing - hence the term table-flip. There are 

multiple questions in multiple areas that can be raised about this, which may 

require a very extensive investigation. To ignore it is unacceptable to the 

Rockland public. 

 

 As an elected official it is my obligation as long as I am in office to 

seek accountability and I will continue to pursue these matters. 
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