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On Tuesday night, January 5, 2021, the Rockland County Legislature 

held its annual reorganization meeting. I have never attended a 

reorganization meeting, except for the two post election meetings to 

be sworn in. What’s the point? To vote for leadership based on political 

party affiliation? You cannot appoint leadership. 

 

There are 17 legislators, all elected, a body of equals among equals, 

although many are in office because of gerrymandered districts with 

very favorable demographics. Others are elected with no or weak 

opponents or there is a combination of all of the above.  

 

The Rockland County Legislature is a microcosm of a political system 

that is inherently flawed to begin with but one we have allowed to 

become severely flawed because of the two party system and the 

election of individuals who fail to understand their obligation to the 

public; to vote their conscience. One Democratic Legislator has 

acknowledged to me that they will always vote with their party to 

keep the peace. Unfortunately, that is the exact reason their often is 

no peace and basically has no rationale.  

 

On balance, the Democratic Caucus barely breaks ranks as opposed to 

the republicans whom in my opinion have been more flexible. Let me 

be clear, a bit more flexible. What is intriguing is that left to their own 

devices many elected officials from the village level to congress would 

often vote differently.  

 

The best way to describe the Rockland County Legislature is by the 

statement, “What it is - is what it is.” It is a necessary function to act 

as a check and balance on the administration. It is highly partisan, 

with a preponderance of the activity assembly line votes and passing 

laws that are generally already on the books somewhere else; either 

amended or incorporated specifically to fit the county. While positive, 

they hardly have a significant impact on every-day issues. The fact of 

the matter is that any significant new laws or changes to existing 



ones have to come from the state legislature. For example, we cannot 

change or create any meaningful laws regarding land use or election 

law.  

 

In fairness, the legislature does a good job in addressing day to day 

county business and routine matters. Sitting there sometimes listening 

to the bloviating and hydroxychloriquine musings, thanking everyone 

in sight and handing out awards can sometimes become mind-

numbing. There are times when it seems like legislators are searching 

for something to say to validate their own existence. Others barely 

talk, making a cameo appearance. Others have income from other 

political positions which tempers what they can say and influences 

their vote. 

 

Our system calls for leadership positions to be established replete 

with the important sounding titles of chairman and vice-chairman; both 

for the full legislature and committees. Every legislator can be a 

leader and we all know leadership and respect have to be earned 

which a title cannot automatically provide. Leadership in the 

legislature is based on nothing more than political party affiliation. 

Nine out of seventeen legislators decide and it is irrelevant whether 

you have any expertise or not. I believe for the most part the public in 

Rockland recognizes the reality of the situation. 

 

Many of you reading this have experienced first-hand the nonsense 

over the years in the legislature only recently tempered by the 

pandemic.   

 

On the past Budget and Finance Committee eight of the nine 

democrats were members since that is the most sought after and 

prestigious committee, which allegedly validates your standing as an 

elected official. After four years I will no longer waste my time serving 

on the committee and most legislators, whether on the committee or 

not, are hardly engaged. The fact of the matter is every legislator can 

attend every committee meeting and speak, with every item passed 

out of committee still requiring a vote in the full legislature. The 

committee’s always have a one-sided majority of the current majority 



and all matters come full circle to doing your own independent 

research and homework.  

 

The entire budget process is scattered and boils down to last minute 

amendments and less debate time than third graders learning about a 

current event. In fact, in the last and only night of debate I was 

constantly interrupted by Alden Wolfe, which was allowed by Michael 

Grant, under procedural rules. Funny, the democrats always seem to 

make exceptions for their members. Ultimately the budget becomes a 

test of wills between the Democratic Caucus versus the 

administration and my voice becomes irrelevant, with the republican 

minority often missing in action.  

 

In the five years I have been on the legislature there have been two 

appointed Chairman’s, Alden Wolfe and Toney Earl. Neither one has 

particularly distinguished themself. Their main failure is an inability to 

foster communication, teamwork, solicit ideas or even attempt to. 

Very few legislators want to see someone outside of their party be 

successful; and often within their own party. Alden Wolfe suppressed a 

resolution I had for a debate for a simple interview process for 

candidates for commissioners to Rockland County Sewer District One. 

He also blocked me from becoming a sewer commissioner, which I am 

easily qualified for; aided and abetted by others who one day have no 

problem, even agree, and after caucusing  act as if they had amnesia.  

 

The Democratic Caucus drove the county into a huge deficit, never 

paid attention to the failings of Sewer District One, cannot resolve the 

Sain Building and have no remorse about the loss of tax revenue. They 

are adamantly opposed to even a referendum for term limits to let the 

public decide. This is a group that kicked Joe Meyers, former 

Democratic Legislator who I replaced, out of their caucus and 

removed the Rockland County Times as one of the official newspapers 

of the county because they did not like their reporting about them. 

Most have been there way to long but can’t be voted out. You can 

decide if you would miss some of them. 

 

Now there will be re-districting and I already suspect based on some 

comments that the goal of the majority is to try and water down by 



demographics some republican seats and probably mine. That’s the 

kind of culture we have allowed to manifest in this country because 

too many of us vote with a parliamentary mentality. I have suggested 

an independent third party to re-draw the districts and we all know 

that will not happen. 

 

You can read my previous statement regarding my involvement with 

CUPON (Citizens United to Protect Our Neighborhoods) which I am 

now fully invested in. There is such a stark difference between the 

meetings of citizen action groups and legislative bodies; one group on 

the same page and another spread throughout the book.  


