
Statement by Legislator Charles Falciglia on the Sain 

Building – May 23, 2021 

 

At the Tuesday May 11, 2021 Rockland County         

Legislature’s Planning and Public Works Committee meeting 

a resolution was presented to amend the capital budget to 

include a new capital account for the demolition of 18 New 

Hempstead Road, which is better known as the Sain 

Building. 

 

The capital budget is generally for projects that will have a 

useful life of at least ten years, such as the current Hi-Tor 

Animal Shelter, which then requires bonding. Demolishing 

any building in my opinion would hardly fit into the first 

parameter, nor would bonding be required allowing for other 

revenue areas to be used. No matter which route you go the 

taxpayers would be paying for the demolition.  

 

The resolution calls into question exactly why an account 

would have to be established since any decision to demolish 

can be made in the proverbial moment’s notice. It also 

seems to be a peculiar way to start a discussion about what 

to do with the property and one can certainly draw a 

conclusion that it is the intent of the democratic majority to 

move forward and pursue demolition. 

 

This was further promulgated when it was suggested that 

the cost of any demolition would be added back to any 

purchase offer on the property. Negotiations on a 

commercial property the lot size of the Sain Building can 

have many twists and turns and many factors which can 

influence the final price. To simply say you would add back 



the cost to raze the building is a statement better left unsaid 

and carries absolutely no weight with me. 

 

We had a deal, a very good deal in my opinion, a 4.5 million 

offer, which was really north of 5.5 million since the 

purchaser was going to level the building. This is all in 

addition to the single most important factor; hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in new annual property tax revenues.  

 

The thought that we are in this position because legislators 

cannot reach a consensus is just another statement that 

appears on the surface to be an intellectually manipulative 

cover for a potential self fulfilling prophecy. The real shame 

here is that over the last several years there has been no 

attempt to my knowledge to procure any interest to even 

generate a discussion; to wit, no consensus because there 

is nothing to attempt to obtain a consensus on.  

 

In November of last year I reached out to Stew Leonard’s, 

the grocery chain, about the property. It was a shot in the 

dark but why not. In part, because of the pandemic, they are 

not in any rush to expand and the lot size turns out to be too 

small for their store requirements because of parking needs. 

This past February I walked the property with a member of 

the administration and a developer and we talked about 

some possibilities however nothing further materialized.   

 

I understand the pandemic brought many issues to a 

grinding halt but the phone lines were not subject to the 

corona-virus and there was plenty of time prior to the 

pandemic to work on this. So where are we? The same place 

we have been for five years - square one. And because of our 



political system and voter demographics it is extremely 

difficult to hold many elected officials accountable for their 

actions. 

 

You cannot sell a property if you are not seeking a buyer or 

solve an issue if you are not trying. Maybe that statement 

can meet the definition of a consensus. 

 

 

 

  

 


